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                                                                                                           The Lasithi 
Plateau windmills and their legacy: A life story 
  
In the summer of 1948 my family took a holiday in Crete to recover from 
the dreadful deprivations of the occupation and civil war in Greece. One 
outing involved a visit to Lasithi plateau. Unexpectedly, that event had a 
crucial influence on the way my professional career eventually developed. 
The talk will describe how this came about and how, what seem to be 
insignificant events in childhood, may shape one’s future , 
  
                                                                                         Professor Leon Freris 
 



   Professor Leon Freris BSc(Eng), MSc(Eng), PhD, DSc, DIC, FIET, CEng, 
                                                     was born in Greece. In 1952 he came to 
Britain to study Electrical Engineering. 
                                                     Subsequently, he joined Imperial College, 
London, where he  became the head 
                                                    of the Power Systems section in the 
department of Electrical Engineering. 
                                                    In 1993 he retired early from Imperial College 
and joined Loughborough 
                                                    University to set up CREST (Centre for 
Renewable Energy Systems Technology). 
                                                    For a number of years he was a visiting 
professor at the University of 
                                                    Lausanne and at the Universities of Cambridge 
and Reading. He authored and 
                                                   co-authored over 120 papers and a number of 
books, the latest one on 
                                                    Renewable Energy in Power Systems which 
was also published in Chinese, 
                                                    French and Korean translations. He acted as 
consultant to a number of 
                                                    industrial companies and to Lloyds insurance 
in the City of London. 
  
                                                
 


